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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  ORQNIPTON,  LANCASHIRE, 

For  the  Year  Ended  31ST  December,  1918. 

[Condensed]. 


Gentlemen, 

At  the  sug'g'estion  of  the  Local  Government  Board  I 
have  confined  the  Report  to  essential  and  urgent  matters 
which  have  affected  the  public  health  during  the  year, 
outbreaks  of  infectious  disease,  and  measures  for  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare. 

SOCIAL  AND  INDUSTRIAL  CONDITIONS. 

There  has  been  no  marked  change  in  the  above  conditions 
since  last  year’s  report.  Women  have  been  perhaps  more 
extensively  used  in  the  Spinning  Departments  of  the  mills 
and  this  does  not  seem  to  have  had  any  adverse  effect  upon 
their  general  health.  The  National  Air  Factory  at  the  Lilac 
Mill  found  employment  for  a number  of  women  and  girls  in 
the  Canteen,  &c.,  but  this  has  since  been  closed.  The  high 
rate  of  wages  paid  here  caused  some  of  the  women  to  leave 
the  mills,  but  the  latter  do  not  seem  to  have  been  more 
handicapped  for  labour  than  during  the  previous  year. 
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INFAHT  WELFARE. 

The  Health  Visitor,  Mrs.  Taylor,  has  carried  out  her 
duties  most  satisfactorily,  in  addition  to  which  she  has  done 
part  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  work  since  the  resignation  of 
Mr.  Cook.  This  has  necessitated  her  attendance  at  the 
Town  Hall  for  at  least  one  hour  every  morning,  thereby 
curtailing  the  time  at  her  disposal  for  health  visiting.  She 
has  during  the  year  made  3,684  visits  to  children.  The 
details  are  : — 


Visits  paid  to  children 

under  1 2 months 

...  2,006 

y y 

y y 

in  the  2nd  year  ... 

574 

y y 

y y 

,,  3rd  ,,  ... 

•••  399 

y y 

y y 

, , ql-fl  n • • • 

421 

y y 

y y 

» } ” • * * 

284 

3 >684 

The  mothers  much  appreciate  her  visits  and  she  is  now 
frequently  called  in  by  them  for  advice,  showing,  I think, 
that  they  now  recognise  the  value  of  the  Health  Visitor’s 
work.  She  reports  that  there  is  still  an  undesirable  attach- 
ment to  the  old  feeding  bottle  (with  a long  tube).  I think 
the  mothers  use  it  chiefly  because  they  think  it  is  more 
convenient  than  the  modern  bottle,  as  they  can  put  it  in  the 
cradle  with  the  baby  and  get  on  with  their  work.  It  is  how- 
ever quite  easy  to  do  this  with  the  boat-shaped  bottle  if  they 
would  only  try. 


ARTE-NATAl  WORK. 


The  Health  Visitor  made  76  visits  during  the  year,  of 
which  number  12  were  “ repeat  ” visits.  This  is  a move  in 
the  right  direction. 


Births. 
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The  number  of  notified  Births  during  the  year  was  191. 

Breast  fed  15 1 

Breast  and  Bottle  fed  ...  6 

Bottle  fed  9 


Physical  Condition  of  Children  Born. 


Healthy  151 

Small 13 

Very  frail  5 

Premature 3 

Stillborn  6 

Died  before  visiting 1 1 

Taken  to  Hospital  before  visiting i 

Removed  before  visiting i 


191 


Births  Registered  during  1918. 

Males  97 

Females 90 

187 


Illegitimate  Births. 

Males  II 

Females 2 


INFANTILE  DEATHS. 

During  the  year  there  were  28  deaths  of  children  under 
one  year  in  the  district  and  four  out  of  the  district  (transfer- 
able deaths)  giving  a death  rate  of  166  per  1,000  births. 
This  death  rate  in  1917  was  86,  and  the  mean  of  the  10  years 
1908  to  1917  was  129.  This  is  a very  serious  increase,  but  I 
would  point  out  that  in  a town  with  a small  number  of  births, 
one  death  means  a big  addition  to  the  Infantile  Death  Rate, 
e.g.y  if  we  deduct  the  four  transferable  deaths,  the  death  rate 
is  reduced  to  146.  Each  death  means  a rate  of  5 per  1,000. 
As  the  preservation  of  infant  life  is  one  of  the  most  pressing 
needs  at  the  present  time,  I have  carefully  gone  into  the 
infant  deaths  for  the  year,  dealing  only  with  the  28  deaths  in 
the  district.  Of  these  deaths  : — 
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1 1 died  before  lo  days. 

2 ,,  one  month. 

2 died  from  Cong-enital  Debility  or  Malformation. 

15 


These  15  deaths  may  fairly  be  ascribed  to  ante-natal 
causes,  as  6 were  due  to  prematurity,  2 to  congenital  debility, 
and  I to  inanition,  all  of  which  causes  are  amenable  to 
suitable  treatment.  There  were  8 deaths  from  Respiratory 
Diseases  : — 

I under  one  month. 

4 under  six  months. 

3 under  one  year. 
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Three  of  these  deaths  occurred  in  four  houses.  These 


deaths  occurred  : 

January i 

April  

I 

October  ...  i 

March 2 

July  .... 

I 

December..  2 

so  that  the  type  of  house  and  season  of  the  year  have  only 
had  a slight  influence.  One  child,  age  one  month,  died  from 
Co  ngestion  of  the  Lungs  in  October,  shewing  that  possibly 
this  child  had  been  taken  out  in  unsuitable  weather. 

Of  these  28  deaths,  12  were  the  children  of  soldiers,  and 
it  is  possible  that  the  mental  worry  and  strain  of  the  mothers 
during  their  pregnancy  may  have  had  an  adverse  effect  upon 
the  child.  There  is  a strong  suspicion  that  the  use  of  means 
for  procuring  abortion  is  not  unknown  in  the  district.  If  the 
desired  result  is  not  attained,  it  is  probable  that  the  child 
when  born  will  not  be  as  strong  as  it  otherwise  would  have 
been.  The  possibility  of  Venereal  Infection  has  also  to  be 
considered. 


BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS. 

The  Total  number  of  Births  in  the  district  ...  191 

,,  ,,  Deaths  ,,  ...  222\^g^ 

,,  ,,  ,,  (transferable)  ...  58/ 
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Birth  Rate  for  igi8...i2‘8  For  1917... i6‘o 
Death  Rate  ,,  ...20*9  For  ,,  ...i5'4 

Showing  a decreased  Birth  Rate  of  3.2. 

,,  an  increased  Death  Rate  of  5*5. 

INFECTIOUS  0ISEASE6. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  were  : — 


Measles 145 

Chicken  Pox 43 

Erysipelas  7 

Scarlet  Fever  4 

Diphtheria  2 


Opthalmia  Neonatorum...  2 

203 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  36 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 8 


The  four  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  removed  to  West- 
hulme.  With  the  exception  of  the  Measles  epidemic  the 
district  has  been  very  free  from  Infectious  Diseases  during 
the  year.  There  were  7 examinations  made  for  Diagnostic 
purposes  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  in  Manchester 
during  the  year,  viz.: — 

Tuberculosis  5 

Diphtheria  2 
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The  majority  of  the  Tuberculosis  examinations  (sputum) 
are  now  probably  done  by  the  Tuberculosis  Medical  Officer 
for  this  district  (Dr.  Stewart).  It  is  perhaps  advisable  that 
all  cases  ot  Diphtheria  should  have  a second  bacteriological 
examination  made  before  returning  to  school  to  be  quite 
certain  that  they  are  free  from  infection. 
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ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 


The  7 Zymotic  Diseases  caused  eig'ht  deaths  during  the 
year,  Measles  5,  Whooping  Cough  3,  giving  an  epidemic 
death  rate  of  0*59.  The  rate  for  1917  was  0*36,  showing  an 
increase  of  0*23  The  average  for  the  past  10  years  is  0’65. 


SANITARY  REPORT. 


Visits  made  to  infected  houses  

H ouses  fuiaigated  after  notifiable  disease 
Schools  fumigated  (Measles  and  Influenza) 

Notices  to  Schools  re  infectious  cases  

Bedding  and  Khaki  Clothing  disinfected... 

Inspections  of  Slaughter  Houses  

,,  Lodging  Houses 

Damp  houses  rectified 

House  roofs  repaired  

Dirty  houses  cleaned  

Overcrowding  remedied  

Water  closets  repaired  

Drains  repaired  and  cleaned  

Defective  sanitary  pails  replaced  

> > ) > cans  , , 

Lodging  Houses  limewashed 


78 

54 

7 

56 

163 

12 

2 

I 

4 

1 

2 

8 
27 

15 

2 

I 


Since  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  late  Sanitary 
Inspector,  this  work  has  been  under  the  supervision  of  Mrs. 
Tavlor  and  Mr.  Andrew  Wild. 


INFLUENZA. 


There  was  an  epidemic  of  Influenza  in  July  which  was 
responsible  directly  and  indirectly  for  15  deaths. 

During  November  and  December  there  was  a second 
epidemic  of  greater  severity  with  27  deaths.  The  deaths 
registered  during  the  month  were  : — 

1st  week 

2nd  ,, 

3^*^  ,, 

4th  ,, 


48 


The  deaths  from  Influenza  occurred  : — 


Week  ending 


) » > > 

> ? 5 » 

) ) 1 > 

5 5 5 5 

•5  5 5 


November  i6th,  1918 
55  23rd,  ,, 

55  30th,  ,, 

December  7th,  ,, 

5 5 1 4!-^  5 5 5 

55  21  st)  5 , 


2 
1 o 

9 

4 

I 

I 


Ages  at  Death. 


Sex. 


I 

to 

2 years 

...  2 

Males 

...  9 

2 

to 

5 

2 

Females 

...  18 

5 

to 

15 

J } 

• « • 

— 

15 

to 

25 

• • • 3 

27 

25 

to 

45 

•••  5 

45 

to 

65 

» • • ^ 

65 

and  over 

...  7 

27 


This  epidemic  attacked  all  ages.  In  some  cases  the 
disease  was  of  a mild  character,  in  others  very  virulent.  A 
noticeable  feature  was  the  insidious  way  in  which  Pneumonia 
supervened  in  many  cases,  and  sometimes  in  the  mildest 
type  of  the  Influenza.  The  schools  were  closed  for  some 
weeks,  and  the  Picture  Palaces  were  asked  not  to  allow 
children  to  be  admitted  to  their  performances.  Considering 
the  highly  infectious  nature  of  this  disease,  and  that  people 
must  go  to  their  work,  and  will  attend  church,  chapel  and 
theatre,  it  does  not  seem  possible  to  prevent  this  disease 
from  spreading  once  it  appears  in  the  district.  Unfortunately 
people  do  not  always  recognise  the  danger  of  Influenza.- 
Many  imagine  it  to  be  a common  cold  and  seek  medical 
advice  too  late.  During  an  Influenza  epidemic,  all  “ colds  ” 
should  be  regarded  as  Influenza  until  medical  advice  is 
obtained. 
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In  spite  however  of  the  earliest  treatment  deaths  will 
occur.  The  after  effects  of  this  epidemic  were  severe,  as  a 
rule,  necessitating  a prolonged  convalescence.  It  is  notice- 
able that  the  attack  of  Influenza  seems  to  render  a person 
more  liable  to  another  attack. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant. 


MALCOLM  HUTTON,  M.A., 


B»Sct)  M.B.)  D.P.H. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


Town  Hall,  Shaw, 

March,  1919. 


